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somewhat resembled. He had combined in youth a
fondness for books with a fondness for adventure,
was comptroller of the colonial post office and clerk
of the Pennsylvania Assembly, served a couple
of campaigns in the French and Indian Wars, went
to England with his father in 1757, was admitted to
the English Bar, attained some intimacy with the
Earl of Bute and Lord Fairfax, and through the lat-
ter obtained the governorship of New Jersey in 1762.
The people were at first much displeased at his ap-
pointment and never entirely got over his illegiti-
mate birth and his turning from Whig to Tory as
soon as his appointment was secured. But he ad-
vanced the interests of the colony with the home
government and favored beneficial legislation. He
had an attractive wife, and they entertained, it is
said, with viceregal elegance, and started a fine
model farm or country place on the north shore of
the Rancocas not far from the capital at Burlington.
Franklin was drawing the province together and
building it up as a community, but his extreme loyal-
ist principles in the Revolution destroyed his chance
for popularity and have obscured his reputation.

Though the population of New Jersey was a
mixed one, judged by the very distinct religious